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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Regarding claims 8,10,1 3, and 1 6 the phrase "similar" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those 
encompassed by "similar"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Response to Arguments 

Application's argue with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Johnson 
C, (US PG Pub No. 2003/0086107). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Johnson teaches an imaging device comprising: 

• a network interface adapted for coupling to a network (Johnson, 
Abstract, [0008], 1.6-12); and 

• a processing facility, wherein the processing facility is adapted to 
request a configuration from a second imaging device through the 
network interface in response to receiving an external upgrade 
command and a network location of the second imaging device 
(Johnson, [0008], I.3-6). 

4. Regarding claim 2, Johnson further discloses the imaging device of claim 1 , 
wherein the configuration from the second imaging device is requested from a 
storage location that is selected from the group consisting of: the second imaging 
device, a local network site, a remote network site, a website, a server, and a 
third imaging device (Johnson, [0010], l.1-16,[0023] I the control program 
corresponds to the firmware for image devices). 

5. Regarding claim 3, Johnson further discloses the imaging device of claim 1 , 
wherein the external upgrade command is given by a management facility which 
resides on a platform that is selected from the group consisting of: a workstation, 
a server, a network device, a management interface on the imaging device, an 
embedded webserver in an imaging device, and a master imaging device 
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(Johnson, [0023]-[0025], in which the local host device corresponds to 
workstation and further be a network server, and interface among the imaging 
devices ). 

6. Regarding claim 4, Johnson further discloses the imaging device of claim 
wherein the configuration from the second imaging device is selected from a 
group consisting of at least one of: firmware code, software code, supplemental 
data, and a configuration parameter (Johnson, [0025], 1. 3-4). 

7. Regarding claim 5, Johnson further discloses the imaging device of claim 4, 
wherein the configuration from the second imaging device comprises at least one 
configuration parameter, where a mask is applied to the at least on configuration 
parameter to exclude portions thereof from being changed on the imaging device 
while being upgraded (Johnson, [0030], 1.1-23, in which the additional features or 
fixes would be available upon receiving a control program corresponds to the 
configuration parameter being changed on the imaging device ). 

8. Regarding claims 6-7 have similar limitations as claims 1-5. Therefore, claims 6-7 

are rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claims 1 -5. 

9. Regarding claim 8, Johnson further discloses a method of updating configuration 
for imaging devices connected to a network, comprising: 

• defining a list of similar imaging devices connected to the network 
(Johnson, [0031]-[0032]); 

• defining a network location associated with desired configuration for 
the list of similar imaging devices (Johnson, [0031], 1.8-10, 
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identification where it connect to host device corresponds to the list of 
location); and 

• directing each imaging device of the list of similar imaging devices to 
retrieve the configuration from the network location (Johnson, [0032], 
1.8-10, direct the request to a specific device corresponds to the 
configuration retrieval location). 

10. Regarding claim 9 has similar limitations as claim 3. Therefore, claim 9 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 3. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 1 0, Johnson further discloses the method of claim 9 
further comprising: 

• retrieving the configuration of an imaging device similar to the 

list of imaging devices with the management facility (Johnson, [0008], 
[0036], 1.5-10, wait for receiving a control program corresponds to the 
retrieve the configuration); and 

• placing the configuration at the network location (Johnson, [0023], 1.1- 
12, control program communicates from a network or local host 
device corresponds to the network location). 

12. Regarding claim 11 has similar limitations as claim 4. Therefore, claim 11 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 4. 

13. Regarding claim 12 has similar limitations as claim 5. Therefore, claim 12 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 5. 

14. Regarding claim 13 has similar limitations as claim 9. Therefore, claim 13 
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is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 9. 

15. Regarding claim 14, Johnson further discloses the method of claim 10, further 
comprising: periodically checking for changes in configuration, and if a change is 
noted, initiating a follow-up update (Johnson, [0008], [022], 1.1-1 1, in which with 
the a firmware upgrade corresponds to the consequence of the changes). 

16. Regarding claim 15 has similar limitations as claim 10. Therefore, claim 15 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 10. 

17. Regarding claim 16, Johnson further discloses the method of claim 15, wherein 
the desired configuration is that of a similar imaging device (Johnson, [0008]). 

18. Regarding claim 17 has similar limitations as claim 9. Therefore, claim 17 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 9. 

19. Regarding claim 18 has similar limitations as claim 10. Therefore, claim 18 

is rejected for the same reasons set forth in the rejection of claim 10. 

20. Regarding claim 19 has similar limitations as claim 9. Therefore, claim 19 

21 . Regarding claim 20, Johnson further discloses the method of claim 1 5, wherein 
the imaging device selects an appropriate version of the desired configuration 
from the network location to match its type (Johnson, [0021], 1.7-1 1 , different or 
additional features corresponds to the desire configuration). 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelvin Lin whose telephone number is 571-272-3898. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible 4/9/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on 571-272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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